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Stewardship

On Wednesday November 9th three representatives from our parish, Pau-
la Loehr, Paulette Flench, and I, attended the 1st Diocesan Stewardship Confer-
ence at the new Pastoral Center of the Diocese of Charleston, South Carolina.
The goal of this conference was to explain the true spirituality of Stewardship in
- 4he parish. In the morning session, Bishop Guglielmone told us of his vision for
3 stewardship in the diocese. This was followed by Mr. Eric McArdle, President of

Catholic Stewardship Consultants, from Augusta, Georgia, emphasizing the spir-
- Atuality of stewardship. Our third presenter was Father John Lanzrath, from

sl Wichita, Kansas, who explained The Four Pillars of Stewardship. After Mass,

we ate lunch and got right back to the speakers. Father Jim Golka from Grand

Island, Nebraska, was our fourth speaker, discussing long-term stewardship in the
. ®arish. There were approximately 150 attendees from every part of our diocese of
o Present for this conference.

Every one of the speakers spoke from the heart, and the information that
we heard that day revealed why all parishes need a good foundation of steward-

{ 1skip from its parishioners. Stewardship is how we offer our Time, Talent, and

o Treasures (the 3 T's) for the benefit of our parish. Stewardship is how a Christian
disciple recognizes and receives God’s gifts. It is how we share these gifts with
1 Yur Catholic community and with the world.

12 The time that we offer to our church shows just how much work and dedi-

cation is needed to keep our church functioning. Time is the first of the T's. We
have a dedicated staff, limited in number, who are the foundation of stewardship.
Most work above and beyond the typical work week so that their areas of our
parish run smoothly. Volunteers who assist our staff are a great example of the
gift of time stewardship.

The talents we offer, the second of the T's, are widespread, and are gifts
that we should always be willing to share with the parish. Our ministries are too
numerous to mention. The devoted leaders of these ministries greatly appreciate
their members’ many talents and dedication. Take a look at the church’s website,
www.stjamesconway.org, for a real eye-opening look at the various areas that
you can contribute your talent as your gift of stewardship.

The third T, treasure, is equally as important, not only for the present day,
but also to the future of St. James Catholic Church. As registered members of this
parish, it is up to each and every one of us to help financially support the parish.
Ask yourself, “What gifts can I share? Can I make stewardship a greater part of
my life?”

By Tom Flench

Newsletter Ministry




Service as a Pillar of Stewardship
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If stewardship is expressing our gratitude to
God by placing all we have and all we are at God's
disposal, then service is certainly a pillar of steward-
ship. It seems to me that stewardship, discipleship,
and service are nearly synonymous.

The Old Testament Witness In the Old
Testament, service was identified with God's call.
For example, God called Moses to lead his people
from bondage in Egypt. Hence, Moses was identi-
fied as a servant of God — as in Joshua 1:2, “Moses
my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these peo-
ple, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land
I am about to give to the Israelites.” The tribe of
Levi was chosen for special service in the tabernacle
in the desert and in the temple because they alone
were faithful to God when Israel sinned with the
golden calf (See Numbers 8:16).

The New Testament Witness We think
of Jesus as high priest when he offered himself on
the cross — and as king when he rose from the dead.
Yet, Jesus also clearly identified himself as a serv-
ant: “The Son of Man has not come to be served but
to serve and to give his life in ransom for the
many” (Mark 10:45). In Matthew 25, Jesus instructs
us that what we do for the least of our brothers and
sisters we do for him - from this passage come the
corporal works of mercy. In the Gospel of Luke,
Chapter 10, Jesus tells the story of the Good Samari-
tan. He concludes that the one who was the true
neighbor is the one who served the injured man with
compassion — then he commands us to do the same.
In the Gospel of John, Chapter 13, Jesus washes the
feet of his disciples. Jesus was giving us an example
of how we should serve one another. In 1 Corinthi-
ans 12, Paul says there are many gifts but one Spirit.
“To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the common good (vs. 7). Similarly, in 1
Peter 4: “ As generous distributors of God's manifold
grace, put your gifts at the service of one another,
each in the measure he has received. The one who
speaks is to deliver God's message. The one who
serves is to do it with the strength provided by God.
Thus, in all of you, God is to be gloried through Je-
sus Christ. (vs.1 €@ 1) 7
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Service in the Life of the Church  Deacons
are ordained to do in an official and public way what
all Christians are called to do: to serve. As bishops
reveal Christ as shepherd, and presbyters reveal Christ
as priest, deacons are called to reveal Christ as servant.
As shown in the biblical witness, God calls all to be of
service — either as married persons, vowed celibates,
or single persons. The question for each Christian is
“from the many gifts God has given me, how is God
calling me to be of service?” This is the heart of stew-
ardship.

I love the homily of the three kisses by Bernard
of Clair Vaux. Bernard says we kiss the feet of Christ
— like the penitent woman who washed the feet of Je-
sus with her tears and dried them with her hair. Our
journey of faith begins with how much Christ has
loved us and forgiven us — our love is always a re-
sponse to God's love for us. Then Bernard says we
kiss the hand of Christ. As the servant is attentive to
the wishes of his master, so we are attentive to how
Christ wishes us to serve. The love of Christ impels
us to share that love in service. Finally, we kiss the
face of Christ. Jesus makes us friends because he has
made known to us all he has heard from his Father
(John 15:15). A spirit of contemplation balances a life
of service like Mary and Martha when they were hosts
to Jesus (See Luke 10:38 and following).

After a lifetime of stewardship in the service of
the Lord, we wish to hear these words from Jesus:
“Well done, my good and faithful servant” (Matthew,
25:21).

Contributed by Deacon Jeff Mevissen




Words of Our Lady of Guadalupe to St. Juan Diego

Before Mass on the Solemnity of the | mmacul a
significance of the statue positioned at the bas
at St.l Jpawees .a very brief explanation, and then
background about St. Juan Diego and the apparit.i
Guadalupe is the patron saint of not only Mexico

In Mexico on December 9, 1531, Juan Diego, an Indian convert, was going to attend Mass. As he was
passing Tepeyac Hill, he saw a brilliant light and heard celestial music and a feminine voice asking him to
ascend. When he reached the top, he saw the Blessed Virgin Mary standing in the midst of a glorious light.
Her look of kindness filled Juan Diego with unspeakable happiness. She told him, in his native language, to
tell the bishop in Mexico City that the Virgin Mary wanted a shrine built there where she could demonstrate
her love, compassion, and protection.

When Juan spoke to the bishop, the bishop did not believe him. The Virgin Mary told Juan to return to
the bishop the next day and repeat her wishes. The Bishop then requested that the Lady give him a sign so that
he could believe Juan. Mary promised to grant Juan's request the next day. But Juan’s uncle, Juan Bernardi-
no, got seriously ill, so Juan Diego couldn’t return to Tepeyac Hill. On December 12, as he was going to
church to bring a priest to his dying uncle, Juan Diego was stopped by Mary. She listened to Juan's excuse for
not having kept his appointment with her, then told him to not be afraid because she is our mother and that his
uncle would not die.

Words of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego. “Know for certain, least of my sons, that [ am
the perfect and perpetual Virgin Mary, Mother of the True God through whom everything lives, the Lord of
all things near and far, the Master of heaven and earth. It is my earnest wish that a temple be built here to my
honor. Here I will demonstrate, I will exhibit, I will give all my love, my compassion, my help, and my pro-
tection to the people. I am your merciful mother, the merciful mother of all of you who live united in this
land, and of all mankind, of all those who love me, of those who cry to me, of those who seek me, of those
who have confidence in me. Here I will hear their weeping, their sorrow, and will remedy and alleviate all
their multiple sufferings, necessities and misfortunes.” Mary told Juan to bring her flowers which he would
find at the top of the hill, as a sign. Although no flowers had ever bloomed there before, he discovered them,
which he placed in his tilma (a cloak) and took to the bishop, as Mary instructed.

When Juan Diego stood before Bishop Fray Juan de Zumarraga, he opened his tilma, and the flowers
cascaded to the floor — but to the astonishment of the bishop and Juan Diego, on his tilma was an exquisitely
colored portrait of the Blessed Virgin, just as Juan Diego had previously described her. Earlier that same day,
December 12, Mary had also appeared to Juan’s uncle, Juan Bernardino, and restored him to health as she had
told Juan Diego she would. Juan Diego was at that time fifty-seven years old; his uncle was sixty-eight. Both
had been among the first of the natives to be baptized into the true faith several years before. After the appari-
tion of Mary, eight million natives were converted to Christianity in the incredibly short span of seven years.

Juan Diego’s tilma is now displayed behind the main altar at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico City. The tilma was made from a cactus plant whose fibers normally

last only 30 years, but it is still beautiful and undamaged today, after nearly Saint Juan Diego
500 years. The sacred image is a pictograph or picture writing, every detail And Our Lady of Guadalupe
symbolic. She is brighter than the sun; her foot rests upon the moon; the stars by gt ot

on her mantle are in the same relative configurations as the stars in the heav-
ens on the morning of December 12, 1531; the northern constellations on her
right — the southern constellations on her left. Further, the golden filigree over
her rose-colored gown matches the topography of the Mexican lands once
ruled by the Aztecs. On October 12, 1895, by decree of Pope Leo XIII, the
Image of the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe was crowned with great solemnity.
On October 12, 1945, the fiftieth anniversary of the crowning, Pope Pius XII
proclaimed her Patroness of all the Americas.

Condensed by Paulette Flench, Pastoral Associate, from an online arti-
cle found at www.Catholicgo.org.




An Interview with Pat Millus

I was born in New Jersey and lived in a town
called Fairlawn when I was very young. I grew up in
Ridgewood, New Jersey, which was a bedroom
community for New York City. We had hourly bus-
es that left from town and ran all day long. I spent a
lot of time in New York City when I was growing
up. My favorite childhood memory is tied to my
family. Every summer we used to go for two weeks
to visit my grandparents. My father’s parents lived
across the street from my mother’s parents. We were
all together in one place. It was my time to connect
with family and my ethnicity, and with my cousins.
They felt like brothers and sisters to me because we
were very, very close. What I'll always remember
from those days was sitting in my grandmother’s
kitchen. She showed me how she cooked and made
things for us to eat. She was a fabulous cook and I
never saw her sit down to eat with the family. She
always waited on us. I thought that everybody’s
grandmother did that! I guess it was she who in-
stilled my love for cooking and for eating too.

My grandparents were all Polish immigrants,
and at the time they emigrated from Poland, there
was not a national state of Poland, the land was di-
vided between Russia, Germany, and Austria. All
my grandparents came from the Russian sector. My
mother’s father was fluent in Polish and in Russian.
He taught all seven of his children to read and write
in Polish. It was part of our heritage and something
that we considered to be very, very precious. It was
my connection to the country from which my grand-
parents came. When we visited them, everybody in
that particular part of town spoke Polish, so I was
bilingual as a child. I have lost most of that now and
only know a few words that a child would know.

My family placed a lot of value on education,
and my parents made great sacrifices to provide for a
good education for my brother and for me. I had one
brother, and he was 15 months younger than me. He
had been a part of my life since as far back as I can
remember. Sadly, he passed away on Christmas Eve
of 2015. He and I spent a lot of time together when
we were children, and when we were growing up we
shared friends and had a lot of wonderful memories
together. He was the outgoing one, I was the quiet
one, and maybe I depended on him a little bit, but
we were still very, very close. As far as my educa-
tion, my parents saw fit to send both of us to the
nearest parochial school when I was a child. The
school was 15 miles away and had its own school
bus, and we did not have to pay for tuition. In those
days, the parish assumed the responsibility for edu-
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cating all the children of the parish. The sisters who
taught there were Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth in
New Jersey. They were fantastic women and I credit
my eighth-grade teacher, Sister Margaret Roderick,
with giving me a taste for learning, performing, and
excelling. I was the only girl in the special class that
she held after school, to prepare us for the competitive
exams for high school. In New Jersey, you had to take
a competitive exam to be accepted into any of the
Catholic high schools that were available, and for me,
that was going to be an all-girls high school. It was
also 15 miles from where I lived, and I would have to
take a public bus every day to get there. The sisters
there were Benedictine Sisters, and there were five of
them. They took turns teaching each of the classes.
When I think about it now, it was catch-as-catch can,
but they were really wonderful teachers, and I got a
wonderful education. There were 35 girls in my gradu-
ating class, and we have stayed in touch over the
years.

After high school, I had to compete for a col-
lege scholarship because it was very difficult for my
parents to provide me with an education without that
kind of help. I got a scholarship, which was a deciding
factor in my decision to attend Rosemont College in
Rosemont, Pennsylvania, which was very close to
Philadelphia. The sisters there were Sisters of the Holy
Child Jesus, which is a community dedicated to the
education of women. There was a strong feminist en-
vironment at the college, and it was very much like a
family. I lived on campus, and when I tell my children
about the rules that we had to follow on campus, they
laugh. We were not permitted off campus during the
week. We had one 12 o’clock permission per month
on a weekend. We had to be in the dorm every day by
6 o’clock. We were not permitted to wear pants, but
we had one weekend per year in the month of May
when there was a school picnic and we were permitted
to wear Bermuda shorts or denims. It seems very anti-
quated in today’s thinking, but in those days, not so
much. No students were permitted to marry. Most of
us waited for a short time after graduation, but a few
got married right away. One girl in our class was se-
cretly married, and was not permitted to graduate after
someone told on her. That’s just the way it was back
in those days. We had an honor system.

I became a teacher after graduation, quite by
accident. I had not intended to be a teacher; I was
looking for work in the publishing business in New
York City and I spent the whole summer visiting vari-
ous publishing houses and magazines looking for my
first-time job.

(continued on page 5)



An Interview with Pat Millus

I was quite discouraged, but it did give me
the opportunity to meet with my boyfriend every
time I went into the city, so it did have a good side to
it. I ended up getting a phone call from one of the
nuns who taught me in grammar school because she
needed a teacher for the sixth grade. She had talked
to my mother about this, and my mother told her,
“Oh, Pat will love to do that for you!” I came home
one day after looking for a job and my mother an-
nounced to me that she had found a job for me. So I
did teach my first year after college at St. Anastasia,
Teaneck, N.J. I taught sixth grade, boys and girls
together, and I was convinced at the end of that year
that I would never teach sixth grade again in my life.
Even in a Catholic school, it was quite a challenge.
And let’s leave it at that!

I did find that I loved teaching. A regional
high school for girls had just been built, Inmaculate
Heart Academy. The first class of students were go-
ing from their sophomore year into their junior year.
I got a job teaching American History to juniors in
high school. The school was all girls and the faculty
was all female. The only male in the building was
the janitor. He had all of us girls as his responsibil-
ity, and he watched out for all of us. I taught those
same girls in their senior year because New Jersey
required two years of American History to receive a
diploma. I continued to teach high school for five
years and it was one of the bright lights of my early
adult life. I had a wonderful relationship with my
students, as I was only five years older than them,
and we related to each other very, very well. I
looked at it as fun and challenging.

As a result of teaching at that Catholic high
school, I had an opportunity to go to Notre Dame for
two summers. The university was all male at that
time, and there was a special program for teachers at
Catholic schools to work for a Master's degree in
whatever discipline they wanted. So I applied for
that program and attended classes with mostly Cath-
olic Brothers and Sisters. I was definitely in the mi-
nority. Since it was an all-male campus, there were
no lady’s rooms. The only one we could use was in
the office of the secretary for the college president,
so we had to go there to use the “facilities.” Eventu-
ally they converted a few of the men’s rooms to la-
dy’s rooms, but they covered the urinals with sheets!
That was funny.

At Notre Dame, I was taught by the best
teachers I had ever had. They were challenging, and
helpful, and they stimulated a hunger in me to get
more education and a higher degree.
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After that summer, Notre Dame went co-ed,
and I believe that was one of the reasons they offered
that program: to see if they could accommodate wom-
en, and they did.

After my two summers, | made a very serious
decision to quit teaching and get a job that would re-
quire me to live away from home and do something
related to teaching. I became a counselor for a pro-
gram called American Field Service. They were a
group of pacifists who, during the war, would go into
the battlefields and pick up the dead, the dying, and
the wounded, and bring them in ambulances to wher-
ever the hospital tents were located. Two of the men
working in AFS founded an organization that would
bring high school students from other countries to the
United States. They lived with American families for a
year, in hopes of bringing about a better understanding
of American life and to foster better national relation-
ships. I was an area supervisor for the Mid-Western
states, and the most challenging student problems
were fielded back to me to help them make a better
adjustment during their time here. I was working for
AFS in an office in New York City for a year, and that
was when I decided to marry Don Millus. We had
been dating since college, but had not seen each other
for long periods of time while he was in The Society
of Jesus. After we had time to think about how things
in our life would change, me being close to home, and
Don with the Jesuits, we decided to get married in Au-
gust after he was dispensed from his vows. We lived
in an apartment in the city, across the street from Lin-
coln Center where we could see the Left Chagall of
the Metropolitan Opera from our bay window in our
living room. Our claim to fame! It was a great year,
my job as a counselor, Don teaching at Fordham, and
watching concerts and the opera at the Center whenev-
er possible.

Don’s teaching career brought us here to Con-
way by way of his graduate studies at Yale. We lived a
simple life style during his graduate work and I did not
have to work because Yale had the means to support
its grad students. He studied English literature, the re-
naissance period writers. Don had been declared a pac-
ifist during the war in Viet Nam while a Jesuit, but
once dispensed from his vows, he knew he could be
called to duty. We got “the letter” after a year at Yale.
Our first son was born two months before we moved
to Yale. The Army moved us to Fort Benjamin Harri-
son in Indianapolis, Indiana. After basic training dur-
ing a very hot summer in Indiana, we had a short peri-
od of time to enjoy the Indiana State Fair.

(continued on page 6)



An Interview with Pat Millus (from page 5)

Then we were off to Fort Sam Huston in San
Antonio Texas, one of the most beautiful cities I' ve
ever lived in. While there, Don’s assignment was to
teach non-teachers (medical staff) how to teach re-
cruits in their assignments. Due to a serious battle in
Viet Nam many officers had been killed, and Don’s
assignment changed. After he said good-bye to fami-
ly on the East Coast, I stayed with my parents and
Don was sent overseas. He was assigned to assist
soldiers who were given short leaves for R&R with
ways to cope with their service. He arranged USO
groups of entertainment, sports activities, and fishing
trips on the South China Sea, to help boost morale.

I gave birth to our second child ten days be-
fore Don’s deployment. After 6 months in Viet Nam,
Don was given a ten-day leave during the holidays,
and when he walked through the door of my parent’s
home, our little two-year-old son said “My daddy
came home,” his first sentence. Don served for six
more months before returning home. Yale had a pol-
icy to return war veterans to their positions held at
the college at the time of being called to serve. After
two years at Yale and receiving his PhD, we moved
to Connecticut with our newborn daughter. The local
newspaper had an editor position open, which they
offered him. After a year at the paper, he saw a job
advertised in a journal at Coastal Carolina Universi-
ty in Conway, SC. He called me from the office and
asked me where Conway, South Carolina was. I said
I have no idea. So, we got out a map, and found out
that Conway was about a “quarter of an inch” from
the ocean! And that’s all he needed to sell the idea of
moving here and applying for the job. We moved
here right after the Fourth of July.

At that time, there were no buildings between
Conway and Myrtle Beach: no hospital, no golf
courses, no houses. Nothing except pine trees. There
were just three buildings on the campus of CCU, the
buildings around the “horseshoe.” That started his
career at the only college he ever taught, teaching
right up until the month before he died. He was the
professor with the most active time of employment,
and thus, at graduation that year he carried The
Mace in the graduation procession, escorted by our
son.

The most significant decision we made upon
moving to Conway was to join a Catholic church in
Conway, since that was where we bought our house.
The first time we came to church, there were approx-
imately 50 people attending Mass. And I can re-
member just about every one of them welcoming us
to the church. It was the most wonderful greeting of
any church I've ever belonged to. I was used to
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large, formal churches in the North. My religious
background encouraged me to be active in our church,
and I chose to be a catechist. I've been a catechist all
my life. When we came to Conway, my son was six
years old and he was due to receive 1* Holy Commun-
ion. But there was no Sunday school. Wilma Lucas
and Frances Smith had instructed children here before
we arrived in Conway. There were four children
whom Wilma, Frances, and I prepared for the their
first Holy Communion. Our pastor was Father Peter
from Our Lady Star of the Sea, and we were a mission
church of that parish. I always had something to do
here, and the people were so helpful and welcoming
that after a while, I learned the ways of a small South-
ern church. Frances Smith took me under her wing and
was like a mother hen. She would pick me up and take
me to Ladies Guild meetings, and fill me in on the
gossip of the day, so that I would know my way
through this community. I was involved from the first
day I was here, and no matter who was the pastor, they
have been very good priests, very dedicated, and very
affirming. No matter what I might come to the pastor
with, every crazy idea I might cook up, either in La-
dies Guild or in Sunday school, they were willing to
give it a try. That was something I did not experience
up North. The laity were very involved in the church
here in South Carolina because every warm body was
needed to make the church work.

I eventually had the title of Religious Educa-
tion Director, and stayed with that for many years.
When we moved the church to this location, I turned
the position over to someone else. During Monsignor
Hamburger’s time, Father distributed communion at
the front of the church, and I distributed from the mid-
dle area. Father Chet, who moved the church to Acad-
emy Drive, asked me to be the Pastoral Visitor. At the
funeral home, I did the wake services before we had a
deacon. It touched my heart and gave me a beautiful
view of death, and loss, and resurrection. God has
worked in my life through St. James Church, and I
think that God works through all our lives here at St.
James, because there are so many wonderful people
here.

I've continued with the pastoral ministry and
added to the team because it became too much for one
person to visit at homes and the hospital, and nursing
homes. No one person should do a ministry alone. A
ministry is meant to be shared because it takes a com-
munity effort. I can’t think of a better parish to be in,
and I have no plans to ever leave.

By Tom Flench
Newsletter Ministry



Got Questions, Come to Alpha

Why am I here? Is there more to life than this?
What is my purpose? These are the existential ques-
tions etched in the hearts of all people. We were de-
signed by God, with an emptiness that only God can
fill. God, in all his perfection, however, gave us free
will to choose how to fill our emptiness. It's not until
we realize that we can only be contently and truly
filled by a personal relationship with God, that we ex-
perience true joy.

Alpha, as the word is defined, is the beginning.
Alpha, however, is for everyone; the beginner, or the
churched. It is for every stage of the faith journey.
Faith truly is a never ending journey. Alpha is a series
of video sessions exploring the basics of the Christian
faith. Offered on Wednesdays at noon or 6:30 PM be-
ginning January 25, 2017, each session will present a
different question that people may have about faith
and is designed to create conversation. It's just an
open, informal, and honest space to explore and dis-
cuss life’s big questions together. Alpha will have
three essential parts.

Food — The sessions start with a meal. Food is a great
way to share time with one another.

Talks - The talks are designed to engage guests and
inspire conversation. Usually around thirty minutes
long, they will be played as a video. They explore the
big issues around faith and unpack the basics of Chris-
tianity.

Discussions - The most important part of any Alpha is
the chance to share thoughts and ideas on the topic,
and simply discuss it in a small group. There’'s no ob-
ligation to say anything and there’s nothing you can’t
say (seriously). It's an opportunity to hear from others
and contribute your own perspective in an honest,
friendly, and open environment.

Alpha is run throughout the world by Chris-
tians of all traditions, providing a common expression
of proclamation, service, and witness. Cardinal Marc
Oueliet, Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and
President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin
America, in his endorsement says, “Alpha brings peo-
ple closer and helps them to find that power which
unites. The Alpha experience is not only a means
through which one finds true life, but also a way to
share the good news of the Living Christ.” See up-
coming bulletins for more information and to sign up.

By Tami Hinnerschitz
Alpha Ministry

March for Life

E2RERERLE

Hi, it’s Sarah Taylor, your youth minister
here at the parish. I wanted to tell you about an
amazing trip about to happen. The youth group and a
few volunteers will be attending the March for Life
from January 26-January 27, 2017, for the first time
in their lives. We are very excited for this opportuni-
ty and have a lot of great things planned! There are
eight kids already confirmed to attend the “Life is
Very Good” Evening of Prayer, Morning Mass, and
Rally put on by the Diocese of Arlington with
80,000 other teens at George Mason University!

Mark Hart, the president of Lifeteen, will be
the main emcee for the event. Fr. James Searby and
Sr. Miriam Heidland from the Sisters of Life will
speak, as well as Students for Life. The Afters and
Ben Walther Band will also be there leading wor-
ship! We will then head out, filled with grace and
prepared after a night of confession, prayer, worship,
the sacrifice of the holy Mass, and talks, to MARCH
FOR LIFE with 500,000 people from all over the
country on the streets of Washington. This is an
amazing event where people from all different faith
backgrounds, ages, genders, and cultures can put
away differences that sometimes can divide them, to
fight for a greater cause. These kids will get to have
a profound and lifechanging witness to the Universal
Church and be a voice for those without one.

We have three more spots available for the
first three teenagers in grades 9-12 who can come by
the youth ministry office and pay $28! There will be
no other cost for this trip other than food. If you have
a child in high school who has a passion for standing
up for injustice and the Pro-Life movement, you
don’t want to miss signing them up for this oppor-
tunity.

This is going to be a life-changing trip for all
of us, and we are extremely excited. We all know
how important it is to refuel and remember how
large we are as Catholics and as a Pro-life nation!
This generation is the most Pro-Life generation we
have seen for 20 years, and the positive energy being
around 500,000 other people full of passion to stop
crimes to life will be wonderful to bring back to our
parish. We ask you for your support and prayers;
know we will be praying for you while we are there,
as well!

By Sarah Taylor, Youth Minister



John, the Fourth Gospel, is Different

After reading the Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke, we find John quite different. It begins
from a heavenly vantage point and speaks of a di-
vine Word becoming flesh. It tells us of a public life
of Jesus which lasts several years. In it Jesus does
not speak in parables or short sayings but in long,
repetitive discourses. His message is not about the
kingdom of God breaking into the world, but about
himself coming from the Father and returning to
him.

To understand John’s Gospel, we must not
try to harmonize it with the others. It must be al-
lowed to speak with the strangeness of its own
voice. To do that we need to constantly compare it
with the others. Its author works with a tradition
about Jesus that is also found in the other Gospels.
In exactly what form he knows this tradition we are
not sure. For many years interpreters have debated
whether John made use of Mark or Luke or all three
Synoptic Gospels, or whether he used the same tra-
ditions about Jesus, in oral or written form, which
were used by the other evangelists. This question is
still not answered, but everyone agrees that John’s
Gospel is basically a reinterpretation of the tradition
about Jesus. Since the Synoptic Gospels are virtually
our only other witness to this tradition, we must re-
fer to them constantly as we read and study John.
Most of the closest points of contact will be with
Mark and Luke.

Some of the most obvious questions to ask
about the Fourth Gospel are unanswerable. Who
wrote it? When was it written? Where was it writ-
ten? For whom was it written? The most direct an-
swer in all cases is that we don’t know. And though
it 1s not of primary importance to know such facts
about the Gospel, it may be useful to indicate briefly
what the issues are.

All four Gospels are anonymous, that is, they
themselves do not tell us who their authors were.
John’s Gospel indicates that “the disciple Jesus
loved,” who figures prominently in the second half,
was responsible for this Gospel, but even he is anon-
ymous. In the second century the names Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John were attached to the Gospels,
and near the end of the century John was identified
as the Apostle John. It is unlikely that the Fourth
Gospel as we have it was written by an apostle, but
it may embody a tradition of interpreting Jesus that
originated with an apostle, and of course we cannot
prove or disprove that he was John.

The Fourth Gospel has been traditionally re-
garded as the latest of the four, and there is widespread
agreement that it was written near the end of the first
century. It presupposes a situation in which there had
been a formal breach between the Jewish synagogue
and those who believed Jesus was the Messiah. Such a
situation most likely developed in the 80s or 90s. The
Gospel can’t be much later because there is a manu-
script fragment of it datable to the early second centu-
ry. The question of date, like that of author, is bound
up with the history of the composition of the Gospel.

As for where the Gospel was written, any sug-
gestion would be little more than a guess. Greek was
in use throughout the Mediterranean world, and there-
fore the language gives us no clue. The question of
whom it was written for is more appropriate. Some
have thought the Gospel of John was written as a kind
of missionary document to convert Jews or pagans to
Christianity. Its polemical tone makes this unlikely
however, and much more recent scholarly study has
focused on the Johannine church as a distinct group of
Christians for whom this was “their” Gospel. They are
a church that has its roots in Judaism but that has re-
cently been rejected by the Jews.

John was a reinterpreter of the traditions about
Jesus and he certainly was familiar with much that
went into the Synoptic Gospels. He may even have
known one or more of these Gospel writers themselves.
There continues to be a great deal of discussion about
other sources used by the evangelist, especially for
those parts of the Gospel which do not have an obvious
counterpart in the Synoptics. The most obvious of
these consists of the long discourses of Jesus, which
are characterized by a kind of dualistic language — light
and darkness, above and below, truth and falsehood —
and a pattern of talking about Christ ( Christology” hs
the one who descends from the Father into the world
and reascends to the Father. It is likely that John was
influenced by the style and language of revelation liter-
ature current in the Greco-Roman world with his em-
phasis placed on the real humanity of Jesus. There are
clues in the Gospel that suggest another source may
have been used. John 2:11 speaks of “the first of his
signs,” and 4:54 mentions “the second sign that Jesus
did.” These passages have led many interpreters to the
view that the evangelist had a “signs source” a collec-
tion of miracle stories about Jesus, which he introduced
into his Gospel. Some of these stories would have
their Synoptic counterpart, such as the multiplication
of the loaves in 6:1-15, and others would have been
quite original, like the wine miracle at Cana in 2:1-11.



John, the Fourth Gospel

John’s Gospel has a very special attitude to-
ward miracles, which are called “signs.” When they
are perceived only as miracles, they do not lead to
faith in Jesus. Only when they are seen as signs of
God’s presence revealed in Jesus can they lead to
faith.

It is important to acknowledge that the back-
ground of the Gospel is first and foremost the Old
Testament. Like most early Christians, the author (or
various authors) was thoroughly steeped in Old Testa-
ment language and imagery and in a tradition of inter-
preting it. The modern reader of John, as of the whole
New Testament, needs to recognize Old Testament
themes, quotations, and allusions to appreciate what is
being said. The situation of the Johannine church, ex-
pelled from the synagogue, suggests that the author’s
background was primarily Jewish, but it is difficult to
be more specific about what kind of Judaism. In view
of some important similarities with the language of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, some have thought of a Judaism di-
rectly influenced by the Essenes of Palestine. But, on
other grounds, this is unlikely. The similarities of lan-
guage show only that the Essenes too were influenced
by the Greco-Roman milieu. Wherever John's Jewish
roots are to be found, he is quite consciously aware of
the Greco-Roman world he lives in. He writes in
Greek (though with traces of a Hebrew or an Aramaic
background for some traditions) and uses a number of
techniques from contemporary classical literature. His
choice of symbols and images seems often to be based
on their universal appeal to Christians of either Jewish
or Gentile background.

The world that cradled the early church was a
complex one, in which many religious currents inter-
acted. John's Gospel is above all, a product of that
world.

The Four Pillars of Stewardship

The four pillars of stewardship are Hospitality, Pray-
er, Service, and Formation. Here is a brief definition

of each pillar, from w w w . Cat hol i cDi
ta.org/ stewardship.

Hospitality is how we help each of our
parish brothers and sisters, and people who are visit-
ing our parish or new members to our parish, feel
welcome and comfortable at St. James. Do we speak
to new faces? Do we find out if they have questions
about the parish? Could we share a meal, or show
them around town? Sharing our faith will help them
feel good and will make us feel even better.

Prayer is how we speak to God, and thank
him for all the gifts he has given us. We can ask for
God’s grace and forgiveness for the low points of
our life. “Prayer is at the heart of a faithful steward’s
life.” Prayer is a lost art waiting to be found. Using
prayer in your life is inspiring.

Service is important not only inside the
church’s walls but also in the community. Volunteer
work as a catechist, office volunteer, maintenance
aide, adoration time, ministry help, or youth group
are just a few of the inside ways to serve. Outside
ways are the mission work and local community ef-
forts related to the parish. Serving shelter meals and
Habitat for Humanity work are examples.

Formation is “Educating the mind and
forming the heart to be disciples of Jesus Christ.”
How do we do this? In part, by making sure we keep
our families’ minds and hearts educated in faith.
“The textbook of spirituality is the Bible, the class-
room of spirituality is Mass.” Faith is the result.

Article ftlakweint aftriconm ottoy t h e BY &g ElgnehNgwsletter Ministry
George W. Mac Rae, S. J. and revised by Dani el
Harrington, S. J.
Contributed by Eleanor Fisher, RCIA Coordinator Hospitality Prayer
For God so |l oved the worl ,‘\hat/
gave His one and onl S 0 n Stewardship
t hat whoever believes i
not perish, but have etern‘/liﬁ:g\
John 3:16 Service Formation



One Way to Increase Your Faith

Columbarium — 9" Anniversary

Most church people suggest you can accomplish
this by spending more time with Our Lord. But how do
you do that? Do they mean that just attending the week-
end Mass is not enough? Our journey to heaven is an
involved trip and requires more preparations than for a
two-week vacation or even a month-long trip.

We are so blessed to have the needed items for
these preparations, handy and ready for easy use right at
the tips of our fingers or at our church. Read the Book of
God’'s Word. They call it a BIBLE (Basic Instructions
Before Leaving Earth). Yes, this tool is right in our house
and many opportunities to study in more depth are at our
local churches, including St. James. Daily Mass is avail-
able Monday through Friday and even on some Saturdays
when a funeral or wedding is held. Confession allows us
to clear our souls and many of our mental aches and
pains.

After these gifts from God we find another per-
fect gift with which to grow not only our faith, but to put
us in direct contact with our Lord and furnishes us with
an hour of peace and quiet away from our daily troubles,
problems, and worries. This gift is ADORATION.

Per “ America Needs Fatima,” one way to talk in
thought with The Lord in Adoration is to consider six
questions from Our Lord. 1) “Do you need to ask a favor
on someone’s behalf?” A2 for You, do you need any
graces?”  And fof me? Do you not feel a desire for my
glory?”  4Aje yoli feeling sad or in bad humor?” B¢
you not perhaps have some good news you wish to share
with me?” DB you Have a promise to offer me?”

When arriving in the chapel you can first offer a
prayer of adoration in which you acknowledge that you
are kneeling before the Lord with all the faithful on earth
and all the saints in heaven. After answering the ques-
tions listed above, reading some scripture, praying the
rosary, or just sitting in quiet listening to the Lord direct
your soul and life, you can maybe finish with a prayer.
State your belief on how our Lord is present in the
blessed sacrament and ask Him to feed your soul spiritu-
ally.

How do I increase my faith? All the above bring
us closer to our Lord and the result is an increase in faith.
See you at Mass, in the confessional line, and for adora-
tion in the chapel. When you wish to give the Lord an
hour every week, pick up a sign-up form on the bulletin
board outside the chapel. Join us and help us reach the
goal of perpetual adoration. Join the greatest MOVE-
MENT on earth.

Contributed by Lanny Breczinski

Adoration Ministry
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Our parish columbarium completed its ninth year
of operation on November 17, 2016. This article will pro-
vide an overview of the status of our columbarium. Niche
price: Unchanged at $2900.00 which includes the cost of
engraving the niche face plate. A time payment plan is
available for interested persons. The purchase price can be
paid off in three years. Niche dimensions: 12 inches x 12
inches x 12 inches. One niche can hold the cremated re-
mains (cremains) of two deceased persons, either in two
separate urns or in a so called “companion urn” (a box with
two separate compartments for ashes). The funeral director
must be informed of the size of the niche (again 1 2X 1 2
x 1 2 Wwhen purchasing the urn(s).

Niche purchase authority: Registered parishion-
ers of any parish of the Diocese of Charleston may pur-
chase a niche. Not only are there cremains from St. James
in our columbarium, but also St. Andrew in Myrtle Beach
and Church of the Resurrection in Loris. Who may be in-
terred in niche: The niche owner, of course, but also
non-Catholic members of the owners’ immediate family, a
dispensation granted by the Bishop of Charleston to niche
owners, effective with their purchase of a niche.

Niche availability: Of the 192 niches, currently
at the columbarium some 92 niches are available for pur-
chase. 98 have already been bought outright and two fami-
lies are using the time-payment plan. There is space at the
columbarium to install three more niche units at some fu-
ture date, each with a total of 48 niches, for a future maxi-
mum increase of (3 x 48) 144 additional niches. Currently
ifiterred: The columbarium contained the cremains of
73 beloved deceased parishioners as of November 17,
2016.

Memorial benches: The original layout of the
columbarium contained space for 6 benches. After those
bench locations were filled, 15 additional bench locations
were constructed and are available. The current price of a
bench in 2016 is $1266.79. Be advised that the bench ven-
dor does adjust the bench price annually for inflation. If
you have any questions about the columbarium, please feel
free to contact me. Cell: (843) 254-10200

Contributed by Don Ullmann
Columbarium Ministry Chairperson
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